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New memorial plaque in Zizkov campus
commemorates Jan Palach

Prague, 16 January 2019 - The unveiling of a memorial plaque took place at the
University of Economics, Prague (VSE). The memorial plaque placed on the Stara
budova/Old Building commemorates former student of VSE, Jan Palach. Besides the
unveiling of the memorial plaque, an atrium in the Zizkov campus was given his name.

The rector, Prof. Hana Machkova, attended the event as well as the representatives of
universities, academic institutions and Jan Palach’s friends.

“We are proud that Jan Palach spent almost all his student life at our university. It played an
important role in his life, even though he decided to study at Charles University,” explains Prof.
Hana Machkova. “One of three letters which described his act were addressed to his best
friend and schoolmate from VSE, Ladislav Zizka. Jan Palach asked him to publish his ideas
(The Torch n. 1) in the university magazine Ekonom/Econom. Jan Palach sent a postcard
referring to his act to his friend Hubert Bystfigan, also from VSE,” said the rector.

VSE wished the memorial plaque for the former student to made by a student. Therefore it was
realized in cooperation with the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague. The winner of the contest
was Dagmar Morova.

Jan Palach (11 August 1948 — 19 January 1969) was a Czech student of the University of
Economics, Prague and Charles University in Prague. His self-immolation was a political
protest against the end of the Prague Spring resulting from the 1968 invasion of
Czechoslovakia by the Warsaw Pact armies. His act is a symbol of protest against the general
passivity and repression of freedom not only in the Czech and Slovak Republic but in the world.
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The University of Economics, Prague (Vysoka Skola ekonomicka v Praze) is the leading university in the field of
management and economics in the Czech Republic. More than 15,000 students attend six faculties of the University
of Economics, Prague - five in Prague and one in Jindfichtv Hradec in South Bohemia. These include: the Faculty
of Finance and Accounting, the Faculty of International Relations, the Faculty of Business Administration, the
Faculty of Statistics and Informatics and the Faculty of Economics and Public Administration. The faculty based in
Jindfichiv Hradec is specialized in management. Graduates of the University of Economics, Prague occupy
responsible positions in the private as well as in the public sector. Most of them are employed in the sectors of
industry and services, trade, marketing, banking, public administration, accounting, audit, tourism and the field of
information technology. Many significant Czech and foreign economists have obtained the University’s Honoris
Causa Title; for example, the Nobel Prize winner Prof. Robert A. Mundell, Prof. Milton Friedman, Prof. Gary S.
Becker, Prof. Richard Thaler. More information at http://www.vse.cz/english.
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