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Young Scientists are Missing, even

though their Prospects Improve

There is still lack of young scientists at Czech universities. Young academics leave for
the private sector and abroad due to higher wages. Nevertheless, an academic career
in the Czech Republic has a lot of prospects. Consider the following factors: lack of
younger academic staff at Czech universities, some interesting professional

development opportunities and growing demand for university degrees.
Prague, 28" November 2007

Demand for young scientists is growing especially because of increasing interest in
university degrees in the Czech Republic. In 1990/1991 there were 96 thousand students at
the Czech state universities (not including foreign students). In 1999/2000 it was already over
159 thousand students and in 2005/2006 it was over 276 thousand students.

One of the most visible problems of the academic sphere is still low wages in comparison
with the private sector. On the other hand, academic staff can nowadays raise their wages by
taking part in European projects. Young scientists are also often supported by private
companies. A typical example is the Corporate Chair project, where a company gives 1

million CZK to a young successful assistant professor for his or her research.

To demonstrate what the work of a scientist involves, five Czech universities are organizing a
“‘Research Day at the Prague Universities — Scientia Pragensis”. Pupils, students and the
public will have an opportunity to speak with scientists, see the results of their work and gain
other interesting information. Visitors can attend many attractive lectures — e.g. a lecture
about discovering ancient Egypt, about foodstuff safety or about animal cloning. More

information is to be found at www.sciprag.cz.
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Contacts for media:

Ceska zemédélska univerzita v Praze
doc. PhDr. Michal Lostak, Ph.D.
E-mail: lostak@pef.czu.cz

Tel.: 224 382 311

Ceské vysoké uéeni technické v Praze
Mgr. Andrea Vondrakova

E-mail: vondrako@vc.cvut.cz

Tel.: 224 353 423

GSM: 605 763 506

Univerzita Karlova v Praze
Mgr. Véaclav Hajek

E-mail: tiskovy.mluvci@cuni.cz
Tel.: 224 491 248

GSM: 721 285 565

Vysoka skola ekonomicka v Praze
Ing. Miroslav Karli¢ek, Ph.D.

E-mail: pr@vse.cz

Tel.: 224 095 754

GSM: 731 124 440

Vysoka skola chemicko-technologicka v Praze
Ing. lvana Cerhova

E-mail: ivana.cerhova@vscht.cz

Tel.: 220 445 045

GSM: 603 503 764

For more information visit: www.czu.cz, www.cvut.cz, www.cuni.cz, www.vse.cz and www.vscht.cz
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